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August 10, 1993

William Caton

Acting Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.

Room 222

Washington, DC 20554

Re: N -7
Dear Mr. Caton:

Enclosed for filing, on the behalf of Tandy Corporation (*Tandy"), are the original
and ten copies of Tandy’s Comments on the "Industry Proposal for Compatibility
Between Cable Systems and Consumer Electronics Equipment.” Please ensure that

each Commissioner receives a copy of this filing.

Please acknowledge receipt of this document by date-stamping the extra copy
furnished herewith for that purpose and returning a copy to bearer.

Sincerely,

é iohn W. Pettit
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The Bonorable James Quello

Chairman AUG 1 0 1993
Federal Communicationg Commission

1919 M. Street, N.W. FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
washington, D.C. 20554 OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Comments on the "Industry Proposal for ¢ tibility Between
Cable Systems and Consumer Electrofica Equipment™

ET Docket No. 923-7

—

Dear Chairman Quello: ’

Tandy Corporation wishes to address the Supplemental Comments of
the Cable-Consumer Electronics Compatibility Advisory Group
pursuant to Section 17 of The Cable Television Consumer Protection
and Competition Act of 1992.

Tandy Corporation is the nation's largest retail chain of consumer
electronice with approximately 7,000 stores and dealer/franchise
outlets in its distribution system of Radioc Shack, McDuff
Electronics, VideoConcepts, The Edge in Electryonics, Compuater City
SuperCenters and Incredible Universe stores. Sales of video
electronics including televisions, video recorders and video
accesgories represents a major part of Tandy's retail sales.

Tandy supported the actions of the 102nd Congress in addressing the
huge economic loss toc American consumers of not being able to
utilize the functions and features included with today's consumer
electronics products sold at retail because of incompatibility with
cable systemg.

We applaud the Advisory Group in its efforts to set future
standards for a Hybrid (Analog/Digital} Cable Interface, and
believe that the achievement of industry standards will accelerate
tha evolution of a naw genaration of video products to the market.

However, we are distreszsed that the Advisory Group was not able to
agree on complete and immediate solutions to bring relief to
consumers who are currently plagued with the loss of functionality
of home video products because of incompatibility with cable
decoder boxes and remoteg. Moreover, American consumers will
purchase billions of dollars of televisions and VCR's over the next
saeveral years before the new Hybrid Decoder Interface is developed.
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An additional concern is that the Advisory Group made few
recommendations on how to promote the commercial availability of
decoder boxes and remote controls in a competitive manufacturing
environment.

We understand and appreciate the rights of cable companies for
protection against signal theft. Further, it is acknowledged that
the immediate solutions to the compatibility issues are complicated
due to multiple technologies involved.

However, it is clear that Congress intends that the consumer iasues
must be addresased as a priority. Even the Act itself is titled,
"Consumer Protection and Competition."

Tandy respectfully suggests that so long am decoder boxes remain in
the excluasive domain of the cable companies, a cost affactive and
functional =olution to compatibility in the near term will be
difficult to find. Tandy belleves that in an open and competitive
equipment market, many manufacturers and consumer electronics
ratailers will achieve the fastest and lowext coat solutions to the
consumer compatibility iszsue.

Tandy urges the Commission to fully implement all three aspecte of
Section 17, and to assure that the reguirements to provide short
term sclutions and promoting commercial availability of equipment
are given no less priority than the importance of developing future
standards.

Yours very truly.
'J hn V. Roach

cc: William F. Caton
Acting Secretary
- FCC



